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SBooft "Blotices. 

Eighty-five Years of Banking in Wilkes-Barbe. By Oscar J. 
Harvey, A.M. Wilkes-Barrg, Penna., 1915. 98 pages. Illustrated. 

This is a brief narrative of the origin, growth and present status of 
the Wyoming National Bank of Wilkes-Barre, the oldest existing bank 
in Northeastern Pennsylvania, which has ever been conducted to de- 
velop local mercantile and manufacturing interests, and by judicious 
management has successfully withstood the vicissitudes incident to 
hard times and civil war. Successively nine presidents, Benjamin Dor- 
rance, Garrick Mallery, George M. Hollenback, W. S. Ross, Ziba Bennett, 
Charles Dorrance, Sheldon Reynolds, George S. Bennett and Andrew H. 
McClintock, well known in the financial circles of Philadelphia, New 
York and Boston, have managed its affairs, and the first cashier, Edward 
Lynch, devoted thirty-four years to the interests of the bank. Bio- 
graphical sketches of the officers have been prepared. 

Yeab Book of the Pennsylvania Society, 1916. Edited by Barr 
Ferree. New York, 1916. 8vo, pp. 256. Illustrated. 

This issue of the Year Book of the Pennsylvania Society in New 
York is in nowise inferior in merit and variety of material to those of 
previous years. Director Ferree has collected much interesting data, 
liberally illustrated it, and his "Kalendar for Pennsylvania, 1915," is 
a handy reference that will be appreciated by the resident and non- 
resident members of the Society who are interested in the welfare of 
their home state. 

The National Road in Maps and Pictures. By Robert Bruce. 
Clinton, N. Y., 1916. 4to, 96 pages. Illustrated. Price, $1.00. 

The old National Road from Baltimore to Wheeling is one of the 
historic thoroughfares of the United States, and for many years was 
a vital factor in the life, politics and industry of the country. Mr. 
Bruce has been a close student of his subject and has spared neither 
time nor pains to bring out the physical features and the history and 
legends that center about the old turnpike. The descriptive text is 
supplemented with a wealth of illustrations which will be appreciated by 
the reader. 

Filibusters and Financiers. The Stoey of William Walkee and 
his Associates. By William O. Scroggs, Ph.D. New York. The Mac- 
millan Co., 1916. 8vo, pp. 408. Illustrated. Price $2.50. 

This timely work on the filibustering activities of William Walker, 
"The Grey-eyed Man of Destiny," who for a decade or more was a con- 
stant irritant to the governments on both sides of the Atlantic, supplies 
data which have heretofore been treated by American historians in a 
meager manner and in many cases actually misleading. The part played 
in Walker's career and in Central American politics by American finan- 
ciers; the designs of Walker upon Cuba; his utter repudiation of the 
annexation of his conquests to the United States; the appeals of Central 
American governments to the leading European powers for deliverance 
from the filibusters; the thinly veiled machinations of Great Britain, 
Spain and France against these adventurers, are some of the facts 
hitherto ignored, which is sought to set forth in their true light in this 
work. Although Walker had been given a fairly liberal education, he 
was not fitted for the task of regenerating Central America, but with a 
broader knowledge of human nature and a more ample endowment of 
common sense, he might have succeeded — his failure was productive of 
evil consequences to all concerned. The illustrations and maps are help- 
ful to the reader. 
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A Thousand Years op Russian Histoby. By Sonia E. Howe. Phila- 
delphia, J. B. Lippincott Co. 8vo, pp. 432. Illustrated. 

The object of this book is to supply in some measure information re- 
garding certain historical and economic facts, which are a puzzle to 
many readers. For centuries the Russian Empire grew by immigration 
and colonization, and it is only since the sixteenth century that expan- 
sion has come by means of conquest. In the course of the ten and a half 
centuries of her existence, Russia's political center has shifted three 
times, and each change represents distinct phases of development and 
periods with very definite characteristics. This development has not been 
one of continuous growth; it was interrupted by a great calamity, the 
Mongol invasion, from which it has taken centuries to recover. The aim 
in this history is to convey general impressions of the various stages 
passed through by Russia in the course of her evolution and to give 
sketches of the lives of those rulers who have stamped their era with the 
mark of their personality. The text is copiously illlustrated and the 
maps illustrate the gradual shifting of power from Kiev to St. Peters- 
burg, as well as Russia's territorial expansion in Europe. 

Nationality in Modern Histobt. By J. Holland Rose, Litt.D. New 
York, 1916. The Macmillan Co. pp. 202. Price $1.25. 

This series of ten lectures are studies on the varied manifestations 
of nationality among the chief European nations. Dr. Rose, one of the 
ablest of modern historians, has supplied, in effect, the background of 
the conflict in Europe, contributing largely to a clearer understanding 
of those factors which made for war. Beginning with a discussion of 
the dawn of the national idea, he takes up in turn the growth of that 
idea in France, Germany, Spain, Italy, and the Slavic kingdoms, con- 
cluding with a consideration of the German theory of the State, Nation- 
ality and Militarism, Nationality since 1885 and Internationalism. 
Most of his conclusions, he assures us, have not been modified by the 
present war. 

The Gkeat Revival in the West 1797-1805. By Catharine C. Cleve- 
land. University of Chicago Press, 1916. pp. 216. Maps. Price 
$1.00 net. 

The interest and value of this work lies in the historical research and 
great industry which Miss Cleveland has bestowed on her subjects, and 
while this great revival in the West was only one of the many religious 
movements of the people in the early days of our country, it was the 
most important of them all. The religious condition of the West prior 
to 1800, its general social and economic conditions; the revival leaders, 
their teachings and methods; the spread of the revival and its culmina- 
tion; the phenomena of the revival, characterized by marked emotional 
features, and the results of the revival on the moral tone of the region 
affected, are treated with judgment and talent. The appendixes and 
bibliography are most acceptable. Miss Cleveland has certainly suc- 
ceeded in producing a work which is creditable both to herself and to 
the university under whose auspices it is issued. 



